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SHORT. SERMON.—NG. 1, 


. FE unto. you-my friends, be not afraid of them 
pe Rl Feb 'body, and after that have no wk that. 
clas But 1 will forewarn you who ye shall 

bb Fear him which, after he hath killed, hath 


y on to cast into hell; yea, 1 8ay unto you PT 
?—LUKE xii. 4, 5. 
witinas| 


cious spirit; by. believers. in the Fine E 
endless torment in the future world, {a848 
strong.gupport of their doctrine. Her ere,” $935 
they, 1s mention made: oEearting. 
bell. after their .bodies ood. 
and this must mean. deing /: -pb 
masery after death. 6. de 
the cage - ROE! 
To understand 7" text, we must ascertain 
the meaning. of the word hell, and also what 
1s. meant by men's having power to kill. the 
dy; and by being cast .into hell after the 

1 of the body, or as Matt. records it, 
destro ing both soul and:body in hell. 

1., The .word here rendered hell, is Ge- 
henna, which is compounded of two Hebrew 
words, Gehenna, land, or valley; and Hin- 
nom, the name of the perso0w who was the 
owner. of the particular valley to which this 

T7 Sl word was applied. 'Fhis valley 

nnom lay near Jerusalem, on the wes- 
fs border of the lot: of the tribe of Judah. 
It-became at length a resort for the .idola- 
trous Jews, where they burned their children | 
alive in the fire, a sacrifice to Moloch, _ But 
king Josiab prevented resort to. his. place 

a while, by rendering it insupportably 
odious with garbage and filth from the city ; 
2 Kings xxiii.-10. * And he defiled 'Tophet, 
which is' in the. valley of the children of 
Hinnom, that no; man might make his s0n 
or bis daughter. to.pass through the fire to 

Moloch.? .'Tophet was the. place of the fire 
stOve in-this valley. 

Prom this time, it seems, that Ge. Hinnom, 
the. valley. of Hinnom, continued for a long 
period to be the common receptacle of filth 
from Jerusalem; A fire was kept constant- 
ly burning to consume the garbage brought 


Tunis passage is clung to with a,” 
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ing upon that-part of the filth which 6 in-uts 
abundance lay unconsumed.. Acc to. 
gome :historians, . criminals condem to 
die the most : zhameful death were thrown 
into this fire. Such is the, literal history of 
(Ge ehenna, the yalley. of Hinnom.._.. . 

2, 'The prophets, who s0ught. for the most 
striking figures to impress on-the minds 
the people the important subjects they fore- 
told, used this. valley. as an emblems of the . 

etched condition. 1 in which a continuanee., 

aanogreamon would . involve the 
wish nation. They not .only-f | 
ze people that-they sbould bury. ih Tophet 
there should. be no place,. and: that 
ar bodies. should lie unbizied. . food : far. 
beasts.of the field and fowls of os air; 


t 


a 


anto. this pu a6 saith - the Lord, and to the. 
inhabitants thereof, and: even make this city 
a Tophet.' All agree that: Gehenna is the 
name of the valley which has just been:de- 
scribed, and that in the Old 'Testament, this 
valley is never-spoken of,,as. an emblem of 
punishment, excepting of that temporal ca- 
lamity which should. come on: the Jewish 
nation, How then shall it be made to a 
pear. that this word -signifies a 8tate of th 
ture misery when it 1s used in the New: 
Testameiit ? It is used by our Saviour as a 
word the people understood, . or had: the 
means of understanding,., for . he: used it in; 
every. case without explanation, and how: 
could they know its meaning? , :'They to. 
[whom our Saviour addressed himself, when. 
he used this word, could understand- this: 
meaning, because they were acquainted with, 
the valley of which this word was the -pro-. 
per name, and with. its use/as a place forthe. 
execution of capital punishments; and with: 
its use in the writings of their prophets,” 
an emblem. of temporal calamity. 
could they understand him as meaning 
a place of punishment in the future wo 
As he did not inform them that he used” the: 
word in any new sense,:they must have un-' 
derstood. it when used by him, acoording to 
its formerggse. 

But some tell us that the Jews in their 


| 
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intercourse with the heathen, between the! 
last of gbeir prophets, and the coming of 
Christ, adopted into their religious creed, 
the heathen fable of a Tartarus, or prison 
of-fire, below the earth, and that to this 
Tartarus they applied Gehenna, the name of 
their. odious valley. And they conclude, 
that when our Saviour used this word, he 
used it in its new sense, meaning by it that 
world of torment, which originated in the 
s2id heathen fable, then lately borrowed by 
the Tews,” [See Whitman's 6th. letter to a 
_ Universalist |] 

But we have not 80 learned Christ. When 
a'speaker or writer uses a word without ex- 
planation, he is to be understood as using it 
inthe 8ense of such authors, as he is known 
to recognize as authority. What did Jesus 
refer the people to as authority? What 
was he engaged in expounding ? 'The cor- 
rapt fables of the heathen, borrowed by 
apostatized Jews? No: the scriptures of 
the Old 'Testament ; the law and the proph- 
ets, were the authority, recognized by} 
Jesus "'Chpist. Therefore, when he used 
8cripture words without explaining them, 
he must have been understood as using 
them in the scripture sense, however such 
words may have been applied by corrupters 
to other things. 

"We' are not left to argue alone from the. 
fact that Jesus was a teacher of the sacred 
seriptures, and not of the heathen fables, to 
prove that, even if the word Gehenna had 
been applied to the heathen 'Fartarus, Jesus 
employed it in the scripture sense. An ex-| 
amination of the connexions in which Jesus 
used'the word, incontrovertibly shows, that 
he*'used it either in speaking of the literal 
execution of individuals in that valley, or of 
that national calamity of the Jews, which 
the prophets had represented by the use of 
the-word. T will notice every case in the 
New Testament where the word oceurs, to 
test this assertion. Matt. v. 21, 22. © Ye have 
heard that it was said by them of old time, 
'Phon shalt not kill: and, whosoever shall kill, 
shall be in danger of the judgment : but I 
s8y unto you, that whosoever is angry with 
his brother without a cause, hall be in dan- 
ger of the judgment ; and whosoever shall 
8ay td his brother, Raca, shall be in danger 
of the council; but ' whosoever shall say, 
Thou fool, 'shall be in danger of hell fire.” 

"This is'the first time the word Gehenna is 
used in the New 'Testament, and where is 

evidence that it is here used in our op- 
nents' new sense ? No such evidence can 
be found. © We find nothing introduced 
here but the 8ame Gehenna of fire, of which 
we read in the Old Testament, and of which 


power. 


- 
- 


history testifies, that it was useWfor the in- | 


fliction of the highest degree of punishment. 
Jesus here names three 


| grades of punis} 
ment ; starving, by the Art 4 of 
members ;.strangling, by the council of 23; 
and being burned in the. valley of -Hinnom. 
He used language which was perfectly fa- 
miliar to the people whom he addressed, 
and therefore it was needless for him to ex- 
plain it. Tt seems to have been his object, 
to guard his followers against any danger- 
ous mistake 'concerning the Jaws ' of the 
country. They were of like passions with 
other men; and if they thought they should 
expose themselves to legal execution but by 
the crime of murder, they might unawares 
give their enemies a chance to have them 
legally put to death. 'They might, in a mo- 
mentary burst of passion, cast at their op- 
posers 8ome opprobrious epithet, for which 
they would be subject to arraignment. and 
death by starving, or strangling, or burning 
in the fire of Gehenna, according to the na- 
ture of the epithet. LUKE. 
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«SHOPE THOU IN GOD.? 
P8aLMs 42: I1. 


Hope is one of the most pleasing senti- 


mongueen which our moral nature is 81u8cep- 


tible:* It. is the: constant companion and. 
unfaihng friend of man in the whole conrse 
of his earthly progress, It hves, in 8ome of 
its forms, in the hearts of all rational be- 
ings ; exciting, cheering, encouraging, 8up- 
porting, guiding us through all the mazes, 
in all the exigences of existence, Infancy 
hath felt its enkindling emotions, ehildhood 
and youth have known its pleasnres, man- 
hood hath realized its beaming inspirations, 
and old age its strengthening and supporting 
It commences existence with us, 
and follows us through every scene of life to 
its final close. It sweetens every season of 
adversity, soſtens every pain, and lights up 
with its delightful glimmerings the valley of 
the shadow of death. When all earth's 
pleasures have faded away, and the grave 
yawns to receive our bodies, hope points us 
to a purer avyorld, to realms of fadeless and 
everlasting Joy. 

But it is of hope considered as a-christian 
virtue, religious hope, that I would now 
speak. 'Phe Psalmist calls upon his 'sonl, 
saying, * hope thou in God.” It is of this 
hope in the Invisible Ruler of worlds, with- 
out whose influence life is but a feyerish 
dream, I had almost said an insupportable 
burden, that T would express a few thoughts, 

Hope is defined to be the desire'of 80me 
ge0d accompanied at least with the | 


s : 
G 


tation of obtaining it, or a belief that it 
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obtainable. Henee, to-hope in God,.is to 


bave confidence in him as a Being capable | 


of doing us good. But can we do this, if we 


regard him as our enemy, or in any SeNSE | 


unfayorably disposed towards us? By no 
means;. obscure his parental character, an- 
nihilate our thoughts. of his goodness, and 
he. ceases-to be the object of hope. If he be 
our Father, if he wills our happiness, and if 
his resources- are infinitez then we may 
hope 'in- him for all needed good. _ But, 
without.a deep conviction of Jehovah's faith- 
fulness and love, man cannot exercise a well 
_ grounded hope, either in his present or fu- 
ture protection. If, in -our thoughts, we 
limit his grace to a part of mankind, to a 
favored few, then the confidence of all is 


unpared, then no moral being can have a 


hope, sure and 8tedfast, of a blessed immor- 
tality. 

But bless8ed be God for the light which 
beams from his holy word. Here, the equal 
and changeless love of God to all his moral 
creation 1s asserted in language not to be 
misunderstood. Here, he is declared the 
Father of all, impartially kind, without. ya- 
riableness or even 8shadow of turning. 
Hence all may hope in his mercy; may re- 
ly upon his arm for protection, may. antici- 
pate,, when they learn his true character, 
the inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away.” gt 


The great object of the christian's hope 


is life and immortality. 'To this thrilling, 
all-zupporting hope we are begotten by the 
regurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
It is the anchor of the s8oul amid every scene 
of earthly trial and distress. It is the great 
800ther of our woes, without whose benig- 
nant and cheering influences the 8oul would 
be cast down and the spirit would faint with- 
in us. 'Take from us. every earthly good ; 
but leave us the hope of the blessed gospel ; 
leave us the cheerful light of a rational and 
pious trust in God, and the consoling influ- 
ences of the doctrine of a future glorious im- 
mortality. | 

_ Compared with this doctrine, what are all 
the refinements of the would-be philosopher, 
or grovelling conjectures of the learned in- 
fidel! These may charm for a season, 
when health gushes in our veins, and the 
gun of prosperity gilds our path-way. But, 
Tet the scene be changed, let disease drink 
up our 8pirits, let the heart be torn with an- 
guish, let the storm of adyersity beat upon 
us, aye, let the hour of separation and 
mourning come; and wilt thine unbelief 
ifford* thee. a refuge from the tempest of; 
affliction? No. Believe me reader, what- 
eyer may be thy principles now, the time 
will come, when, if thou hast not already 


| the dark. Shadows, clouds and. 


done it, thou wilt fly to religion, to' a, Saviour, 

to a God. After all, it-will be found that 
God is our only refuge, and the gospel.of 
his unbounded love the only- 8anctuary of 
the longing s0ul. Nothing -sbort: of the 
truths of religion can satisfy the eapacious 


| mind, and give rest to the desiring gpirit.. 


Learn then, to cherish such views of :the 
Father of spirits thot he may be ito. you' at 
all times the God of hope and consolation. 
Consider that all events are under his wage 
direction, that every thing which befalleth 
man, cometh from God, and will subserve 
his highest interests, . and you: will haye'a 
foundation for hope which no storm of afftie- 
tion-can ever shake. 'Then, though clouds 
of darkness gather round yu, and the 
waves of trouble roll high, We' propitious 
power of religious hope shall lend 1ts'aus- 
taining influences, and prove an anchoryo 
your 80uls, both sure and stedfast; In the 
last moments of dissolving nature, / it 'wwll 
point to fields of immortal bliss beyond. [the 
grave, to an © house. not made- with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” .J« Hs Bui? 
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SATISFACTION. 

* Thou shalt eat, but not be satizfied.* M1CAH. vi. 14. 

In this language, we discover a test by 
the proper use of which we are enabled: to 
decide correctly concerning the ;truth- or 
falsity of any and every doctrine, .'T 
provisions of the gospel are presented to our 
minds under the figure of bread; - Bread 
that does not satisfy the hunger of man. 
of no more utility than are the husks whic 
the swine refuse. 'The true bread of G 18 
Satisfying in its nature. + 'The goul may tea 
upon it.  *I will abundantly satisfy. 
poor with bread,' is the language, of Jehg- 
vah. And to him who is 8pending his mon- 
ey for that which is not bread, and his labor 
for that which satisfieth not, we .may nse 
the passage placed at the head of -thig-arti- 
cle. * Thou shalt eat, and not be , 8a ed,” 

If we examine the doctrines and.,gor 
mandments of men, we shall discover. the 
he who sincerely believes them wilk” 
himeelf entirely destitute of the satisfactio 
he so much desires to enjoy. - Look at.the 
individual who is endeavyoring. to satzsf 
himself by partaking of the bread c f.Colrin: 


> 4% 


iztic Theology. What meaneth hi 
ness? He has eaten, but he is not satisfi 
He has no poxsitive assurance that he. 1 
among the number of the ransomed oft 
Lord, In relation to the final desti 
his kindred and friends, he 1s_ en 


b- 
© 


rest upon the future tate. | He. Mono 
to eat, and his leanness continues, "20 A 
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hs. 


.an/ one, the fact comes with startling em-| 
Wh «Thou shalt eat, but not- be gatis- 
Q : 

Behold that ſamished 8oul on his knees. 
"What is he about? He is praying for the 
salvation of all men. Does he pray in faith ? 
No. What is the matter? He is eating of 
partial grace, and has in full view the pos- 
ability of universal Camnation. He has 
eaten, but |he is not satisfied. 'The longer 
he partakes of such partial food, the greater 
and more distressing his dissatisfaction 
- must-become ; and the more reason he will 
have to exclaim, in the bitterness of his 
-Boul; + My leanness ! my leanness !' 

Let us now turn our eyes to the feast of 
fat things '/prepared for all people on the 
mountain of the Lord. What do we be- 
- hold! *'The fullness of the blessing of the 
'gospel of Christ.* 'The good things of the 
kingdom are provided in abundance. 'Fhe 
vast family of man is there. It is the love- 
ſeast of life everlasting. Each individual 1s 
abundantly satisfied. AlleJujah ! Praise ye 
the Lord. [Ao OCD. 
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JUDGMENT. 

« For God #hall bring erery work into judgment, with 
epery 8ccret thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil. '—EccL. 12: 14. 

The first questlon naturally snggested by 
these words is, when and where will God 
bring every work into judgment, with every 
gecret thing? The reader will notice that 
this que$tion 18 not answered in the passage 
which heads this article. Those who say 
It 1s to be in the future world, should prove 
that to be a fact ; those who say it is to be 
in this world should also prove their state- 
ment. As the author of the passage has 
not thought it necessary to his subject to 
gay where this judgment is, neither is it nec- 
es8ary that we should devote much time in 
this place to that subject. Other scriptures, 
we would remark, do say that God judges 
in the earth, and admonish us not to put far 
off| the evil day, for it will come quickly, 
and damnation will not slumber. Prudence 
advises us not to expect that the punishment 
of our sins will be long delayed. 

- The cireumstance that God will bring 
every work into judgment, is mentioned by 
the author of the above passage to'induce 
people to * fear God, and keep his com- 
mandments, which is the whole duty of 
man.” Tfit be a fact that all our works 
must pass the judgment of our divine Ma- 
ker, and be recompensed accordingly as his 
wisdom and love decide, this simple fact, 
without regard to the time when and place 
where it shall be done, should influence us to 


a wise and prudent course of | conduct ;' and 
there is-no course wiser and more prudent 
than the one pointed out in the vyerse pre- 
ceeding that which heads this article, which 
8ays, * Fear God, and keep his command- 


ments; this is the whole duty of "man." 


The author did not enforce this courgse of 
conduet by adyerting to judgments 'and 
miseries beyond death, neither do we: 'He 
does 8ay in other places, © the dead have no 
more a reward, and the righteous 'shall be 
recompensed in the earth, much more 'the 
wicked and the sinner.* Perhaps by this 
the reader may form some. opinion of the 
author's belief, where he. 8upposed God 
would bring all the works of men into judg- 
ment. 

We design this communication as a Jesgon 
of morality; sanctioned by the' words' that 
head it. Reader, what course does wisdom 
admonish us to persue ? VERITAE. 
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MEDITATION, 

Ms. EprTor.—lI sat down with the design 
of penning a short article for your accepta- 
ble little paper, on the 8ubject of Meditation, 
when I took in my hand Professor Ware's 
work on the formation of the christian char- 
acter; and in turning over its pages, I acci- 
dently. discovered the following extract 
which f 8end you upon this snbject. After a 
careful perusal, I was convinced, at once of 
its pre-eminence over any thing I could 
write. I doubt not it will be acceptable to 
your readers; and I may add if applied to 
the heart will be extreme]y profitable. Here 
it follows :— w 


* 'This 18 a, great and essential means of 
improvement. Jt is essential to self-exami- 
nation and self-knowledge, without which 
the hope of progress and of virtue is vain. 
No one can know his own character, or be 
aware of the dispositions, feelings and mo- 
tives by which he is actuated, except by 
means of deep and searching reflection. In 
the crowd of business and:the hurry of the 
world, we are apt to rush on without weigh 
ing, as we should, the considerations which 
urge us; we are liable to neglect that close 
inspection of ourselves, and that careful ref- 
erence of our conduct to the unerring stan- 
dard of right, which are requisite both to 
our knowing where we are, and to our keep- 
ing inthe right way.. It is ,necessary; that 
we sometimes pause and look around- us, 


and consider our ways ; that we take Phones 


yation of the, course we .are running,. a 
the yarious influences, to. which we. are. 8ub: 
jected, and be-sure that we are not driven or 

ifted from the direction in which we ought 


to be proceeding. Without this there is 'no 


"1 
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safety. Meditation, too, is necessary in or- 
der to the digesting of religious truth, mak- 
ing familiar what we have learned, and in- 
corporating it with. our own. minds. We 
cannot eyen retain it in our memories, much 
less can we be fully sensible of its power 
and worth, except through the habit of re- 
flecting upon it. * We cannot have it ready 
at command, 80 as to defend it when assail- 
ed, or-state it when inquired after, or apply 
it in the emergencies of life, unless it be fa- 
miliar to us by-habitual meditation ; 80 that 
even reading loses its yalue if unaccompani- 
ed by reflection. 'The obligations and mo- 
tives of duty, the promises, hopes and pros- 
pects of the christian, the. great interests 
and permanent realities by which he is to 
be actuated, are not visibly and tangibly 


present to him, like the scenes of his passing 


ife; and they must be made spiritually pre- 
8ent by deliberate meditation, if he would 
be guided and 8wayed by them. Indeed, 
without this, he must be without considera- 
tion or devotion, ignorant of'the actual state 
of his character, and in constant danger of 
falling a sacrifice to the- unfriendly influen- 
ces of the world.” 
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« GOOD OLD AGE.,%*—No. 1. 


Ah, friend said I, to one who was glowly 
passing by, and whose silvered locks: and 
feeble step foretold he was near his jour- 


"ney's end. You have arrived at a * good 
old age.” © Yes,” child, replied the venerable | 


man, *I suppose I am near the end of my 
earthly pilgrimage ; a few more rising and 
setting suns, and I shall need no more &er- 
vice from these tottering limbs. But bless- 
ed be God, I have in view. a better world.” 
And oh,” continued he, * the hope of glory, 
immortal glory beyond the grave, is all that 
gustains this shattered, this feeble frame. I 
have outhyed eyery hope save that of hea- 
ven; the world has no charms for me; and 
why, since I am only a burden to myself 
and others, should I desire to live 7? | 

" But my kind Sir, 8aid I, have you not re- 
latives and friends who delight to administer 
to your wants, and render you comfortable 
insour declining years? *Ah,* my child, 


8aid the venerable old man, * my relations 


are all gone, I am alone in this dreary 
world; yonder said he, pointing to the parish 
poor. house, *is my home, and has been 
8ince these palsied hands. have refused to 
perform their accustomed labor. / But thanks 
to-my God, I shall not long need to be shel- 
tered" and fed by; the hand” of charity. 
Soon, I'trust,' T shall be made welcome to 
those mansions prepared by the Redeemer, 
and feast upon angels' food. Thus saying, 


—_ 


he resumed his staff, to make for his homely 
shelter. I bade him God speed on his jour- * 
ney to glory, with a promise-to-8ee him 
again. is [4 Uanert 

As I took his trembling | hand- to'bid.him 
farewell, tears of gratitude and-joy streamed 
from my eyes, that life and im ty” 
had been brought to light -by the k 
That the hope of another and far better 
world, cheers and gladdens the souls of -be- 
lievers, - and enables the children of afflic- 
tion and s8orrow to hope in God ; to look 
forward by the eye of faith to - Canaan's 
happy shore, where friends who have been 
long separated shall meet to part no' more; 
and where old age, poverty, sickness- 'and 
death -can -never come. Rob me of. my 
property, my. friends, yea all -my earthly 
comforts, but. leave me the hope of -that 
better world— | | 

© Where I shall bathe my weary soul, 


In seas of heavenly rest ; 
And not a wave of trouble roll 
Across my peaceſul- breast.? 


G. W., 8. 
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ENCOURAGING CIRCUMSTANCE. 


I am pleased to find in your last No, an 
article from our esteemed - friend and broth- 
er J. H. B. I congratulate you on being 
able to number him among your correspon- 
dents. His contributions have been an 
honor to the Uniyersalist from. its;, com- 
mencement... I hope he, will find it.conve- 
nient.in future to appear ,often. ._ He is cor- 
rect in his apprehension that * 8. S. would 
not set down aught in.malice. or designedly 
injure those who were first concerned, in 
conducting the Universalist.* No, 8urely 
he would not, nor has he done it. He dis- 
claims all insinuations mentioned by J. H. 
B. They are none of his. They are cons 
modities in which he neyer dealt. — 6p 

In the article alluded to he meant pre- 
cisely what he said, and nothing mofe not 
less: On transferring the Universalist to 
myself and 8on, J. H. B. and C..G. assured 
us that they should use the same endeavors 
for its success and prosperity as though *it 
had remained in their own hands. In my 
apology I said, * Perhaps they have done this ; 
but if they have, it is lucky for their p TSes 
that they 8ucceeded in riddiug themselves of 
its responslbilities.* "This 1s my language, 
and I am utterly unable to perceive im it, 

* ungenerous and unjust insinuations* men- 
tioned by J. H. B. Cannot the owners of a 
periodical * succeed in ridding themselyes' 
its responsibilities? by honest and ingenw 
means ? If they cannot, I have yet on 
the fact. | And let it be remembered 


s 
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the phrases, * violation of moral obligations 
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pros 6 ue and management? are not in my 
© article./ 'They woke dolied by J. HB. 
His' construction of my language - was + Oh : 0 
doubtless the result of * ill health and dullſgz, rurRDAY, SEPTEMBER?, T6833. 
, Spirits ;' but as it occurred to him, it may to Fea SORE) 
E 4-4 ;+.others, and therefore I deem it my duty to Fr 
| _ - 1 *” *exonerate my good friend and his as8ociates 


USE OF DEATH. 


and yesterday.is-to -us as the years before 
Wy 


from all dishonorable motives and manage- 
ment in the transfer alluded to. Such a; 
construction did not occur to me till his ar-: 
ticle met my eye; and it gives me pleasure'! 
to assure the readers of the Universalist, 
that I cherish the utmost confidence in the: 
integrity, the inflexible moral principles of 
J. H.'B. and every other one concerned in 
its transfer. I shall knowingly do them no 
injury, and especially by hints and implica- 
tions. ' I despise inuendoes, and this I be- 
lieve is the first time I was ever 8uspected 
of using them. 

The excuse offered by J. H. B. for not 
having written is perfectly satisfactory ; and 
I am glad to 8ee it in the Universalist. Its' 
readers will now know that he is till friend- 
Iy to the work, and ready to promote its in- 
terests 80 far as health and convenience will: 
permit. 'This fact will be of seryice ; and I 
hope he will, in future, find himself able to; 


We are strongly inclined to the opinion, "that 
if Bome religious people were divested of the 
devil, death, hell and an angry God, theygwould 
have bat very litttle religion left. "This remark 
may have the appearance of severity, but 8o0'the 
case appears to our mind. A zealous devotee to 
partialism once said to the writer of this, *If you 
take away the devil, you rob me of half of my 
religion Y Well, we replied, you have certainly 
a very devilish religion. It is half deyil. | 

At the present day, more. is said about death 
than either of the. other objects. . Dreadful con- 
8equences are represented as following the diss0- 
lution of the body. It -is 8aid, © It will introduce 
us into the presence of God ; cause us to appear 
before our offended Maker ; it is the gate or:door 
to an endless hell, where misery will be indiscrib- 
able. At death our eternal doom will be sealed.” 
Numerous other things are said concerning death 
which we have not time to mention. 


contribute liberally to its columns. } - But why are 80 many terrible, imaginary things 


But where is C. G? He has doubtless a; 
good excuse for his long silence. - Shall it 
be forthcoming? I want the patrons of this} 
valuable publication to know that he is yet} 
friendly to it, and that he intends to enrich 
its pages with his communications as often 
as circumstances will permit. 8. 8. 


CHURCH YARD MUSINGS. 


It must-ever be a source of humiliation to 
the contemplative mind, that man, however 
gifted in person, however transcendent - his 
powers of mind, however towering his ge- 
nius, however glowing his fancy, can occu- 
Py but an atom of his native planet at any 
one time; and although he may have large 
pos8es8ions, he will one day be obliged to 
relinquish them and occupy that contracted 
tenement, the tomb. "There his dust will 
mingle with that of the menial who in days 
that are past bowed at his footstool, and 
both with that of the earth from which they | 
originated, Verily. in the grave, © the ric 
and the "poor meet together; the Lord is 
the maker of them all.” : 


. Lotus all take good heed that we make 
od. use of to-day ; to-mogrow never comes, 


he present is all we are sure of. 


. Charity begins at home—but let it not 


as80ciated with death 2 'The answer is obvious. 
It is to terrify weak minded people, and induce 
them to embrace religion! A religion founded 
in, or produced by fear is not worth, possessing. 
Give us,axeligion which has its origin in the un- 
bounded leye of God, and it will support and con- 
Sole us in all the vicissitudes of life,. Death was 
never used in our Saviour's day, in the manner in 
which religious people now employ it. © Such hor- 
rors were not then connected with it. And every 
one who will take the pains to gearch the scrip- 
tures, will be convinced of the truth of our re- 
mark. Ta 
These thoughts were euggested to our mind by 
a scene at & recent camp meeting, when every 
thing terrific was resorted to, in order to over- 
come the irreligious. Hand bills were distributed 
all over the camp ground, one of which we pick- 
ed up ; the following is a true copy.! - © *® 
DEATH. & —— 
Death is a 8olemn event to all. Tt is the wad 
fruit of 8sin, It often makes the 8aints tremble. 
It always plunges the sinner into. wo. It 8epe- 
rates from all earthly friends. It places the 80ul 
before God. It leads to an unalterable state of 
being. It pats an end to'all wacky | in the 
church. It prevents any further use of the means 
of grace. n that dread hour comes, the 
nub 1s will be righteous” 8till,: and the unholy 
will: be -umholy still. Oh: then how golemn, how 
in 


$1 


end there. 
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forever. "Now, now only is the time to 8ecure the 
salyation of the 8oul. 

Reader, are you prepared for this solemu 
change? - Have you fled to Chrigt, who is the on- 


ly hope 8et before you in the 1? Re 
ber, There | is no other way to To other Kar; 


given. whereby you must be saved. His blood 
cleanseth. from all sin. If this be neglected or 
despized, you must perish forever. May you be 
awakened to a serious concern about Death, Eter- 
nity, ere it be forever too late. 


We thought then as we now do, that a cause 
which requires such means to support it, must. be 
in the last 8tage of a consumption. How long 
will it be ere the professed disciples of the Son of 
God, will cease to be wise above what 1s written? 


STRANGE THINGS.—No. 8. 

10. It is sfrange that some believe Christ came 
to 8ave men from endless misery, when the Bi- 
ble .informs us, *that he came to save us from our 
sins. Matt. i. 21. John i. 29. Heb. ix. 

11. It is strange that men can suppose Christ, is 
the eternal Jehovah, when the Saviour acknow]- 
edged his dependence on a superior being; to 
whom he prayed, and whose will he declared he 
came to accompliah, 

12. It is sfrange that any can believe in the 
doctrine of a judgment subsequent to the resur- 
rection of. the dead, where no mention- of it is 
made in connection with the resurrection ; when 
our Saviour has declared, © Now is the judgnient 
of this world.” John xii. 31. 

13. It is strange that any can think men will be 
everlastingly tormented beyond the-grave, when 
the” Bible plainly informs us, that in the * regur- 


rection men 8hall be equal to the angels, neither 


can they/die- any more. *'That this mortal shall 
put on immortality. Sown in dishonor raised 4n 
glory.? I Cor. xv. 

14, It is sfrange that an intelligent being can 


E- think, for they do not believe it, that Christ will 


destroy any, when he bas. plainly tated that he 
came'not to destroy men's lives, but to gave them. 


15. It is sfrange that any can think that the | 


punishment and destruction called everlasting, 
are. in the future immortal world, because they are 
called rlasting,, when- this term is applied to 
things which began, and ended in this state of be- 
ng: See Gen, 16. 


We inserted last week a communication from 
(I. H. BY in reply to the.* apology” of <8. 8.,” and 
this week we give place to another. article from 
8. 8: We feel fully satisfied with the apology 

of *J, H. B.' and hope he may. ere long enjoy that 
greateat of blessings, good health. - The expla- 
nation' given by 8. 8.) we trust will prove: 8at- 
18factory to all, Will our old friend *C. G. give 
ear to his call? Or has he forgotten us. Come 
brother,-enrich our columns with an article. 


| 


% 


| ROCKINGHAM ASSOCIATION: 

The ministring and lay brethren conipering this + 
As8ociation, assembled according to appointment, 
in Notingham, N, H. on Wednesday and 'Thurs- 
day of last week, and were received with: open 
arms, by the friends of truth in that place. A 
large number of preachers, were present, on the 
occasion, and every thing conspired to render the 
meeting one of peculiar interest. All the busi- 
ness of the counsel was transacted with the ut- 
most harmony and good feeling. And a spirit of 
brotherly love, christian kindness and sympathy; 
seemed to possess every heart, and did not fail to 
bring to remembrance the language of the Pzalm- 
ist—* Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity ! | 

The weather was remarkably pleasant, and the 
concourse of people uncommonly large and at- 
tentive. Eight Sermons were delivered on the 
occasion, by the following brethren, in the follow- 
ing order :—Brs. S. Streeter, W. 8. Balch, 'T. F. 
King, 'T. W hittemore, D. D. Smith, A. C. Thomas, 
L. 8. Everett and H. Ballou. It was-indeed. a 
time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 
Many came from the East, West, North and 
South, and sat down in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, and were made to rejoice with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory. 

The presence and labors of our worthy brother 
from Philadelphia, (A. C. Thomas,) seemed to in- 
crease our zeal and courage, and add greatly to 
the felicity of the meeting, for we were comforted 
together by the mutual faith of each other.” Our 
fathers in the ministry appeared to haye renewed 
their youth ; for never did we 8ee themso zealous 
and s8pirited as they were on this happy occasion. 
We think much good was done in the name: of 
the holy child Jesus; that the word was 8own in 
many an honest heart and will 80on bring forth 
fruit to the honor and glory of God. 


NOTICE® TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Luke's Short Sermon, No. 2, shall appear next 
week. *B. F.” will accept our thanks for the 
kindness he has manifested in extending the cir- 
culation of our paper. His article 'shall have an 
early insertion. L. F. W. Andrew's product 
we will insert next week; Such favors are duly 
appreciated. *E. H. R.* Post Boy, No. 8, has just 
come to hand, and shall be attended to, as-also his 
request accompanying it. 'The articles from © G 
H.' are gratefully received. We hope he will 
never forget us. 


OLD COLONY ASSOCIATION. 


Wednesday. Occagional Sermon by Br. OP 


bee. 
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This As80ciation will meet in Scituate next. 
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On A Sleeping Infant. 
Rexst, lovely cherub, sweetly rest, 
Thy cheek's vermillion-glow, 
Is like the rose bud's op'ning crest, 
Soft pillow'd on the snow. . 


And hall that. face, that seem'st the mien 
Of 8ome Angelic form, 

That 8oul 80 pure, that look serene, 
Rude passions e'er deforin ! 


Ah ! little dream'st thon, beauteous thing, 
Now lull'd in Heavenly rest, 

What cares thy future years may bring 
To lacerate thy breast. 


Yet rest !—thy Heavenly Father wills, 
To make thy burthen light, 

'To veil the page of future ills, 
In mercy from thy sight. 


Then rest, and may the Infant's God,* 
When on bis judgment throne, 

Twine love and m with the rod, 
Still claim thee as his own. 


'* Allading to Christ's rebuke to his Apostles : * Suffer 
little children to come unto me and forbid them not—ſor of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.” 


— — 


Why Weepest Thou ?? 


Does gloomy fate, with sullen frown, 
Consume thy soul with care ? 

Hast thou the draught of misery known, 
Whose dreds are dark despair ? 

Art thou oppres'd with sorrow's doom, 
Thy heart with anguish torn— | 

' ©, 800n that sad and cheerless gloom, 
Sball wake a brighter morn ! 

Then why should sorrow wring thy brow— 

Say, mourner, sxay—* Why weepest thou ? 


Does tender love bedeck thaybier, 
Is dust, with dust inurn'd ? 

Has one, affection priz'd s0 dear, 
'To Heaven and God return'd ? 

The beauteous flower, that charms the eye 
And decks the smiling plain; 

With winter's-blast dotly fade and dies 
But dies, to bloom again ! 

Then why should sorrow wring thy brow ; 
Say, mourner, 8ay=— Why weep&t thou ? 


Epigram. 
* © Tf nature never acts a Part in vain? | 
;- Who (said an Atheist) sball this fact explain 2? 
_ Why in the glow. worm does 8uch power produce 
Such lavish lustre, for s0 little uze P 
- A plain blunt fellow, who by chance, stood by, 
Heard what he said, and made him this reply : 
© Nature, (quoth he) explains her own design ; 
| meant to mortify all pride like thine, 
- When o'er an insects tail such light she spread, 
And Jeſt such darkness in a coxcombs head.” 


Is 


» 


LETTERS 


Marriages. 111 // 
In this city, by Rev. Rev. Benjamin Whittemore, Mr. 


* = KA li. el. 


_ Es i Pre "EY "Es 4 
"yy 1 


Y G0 OS 4 —_ 


Lg rench and Miss Hannah F. Baldwin, | | 
by, eg! By E 


etscy B. Lovejoy. Guilford aud 
\ apc Hadley. "Mr. Samuel #4 and Miss Lydia 


. Mr. . Streeter, - Mr. Charles, Pike und Mics | 
Mr. Jonathan | Miss 

| ws 1,yaR 

Hazelton. Mr. John B. W, Fletcher and Mizs 
W. Eaton. | | | Fey 
On 'Thursday evening, by Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Charles 
Philbrick and Miss Nancy. Usher. | 


Deaths. 
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In this city, William Sparks, colored, late a seaman of 
brig Charles. Mary Colman, only child of Mr. James K. 
Mills, aged 2 years. . | | =7 

In Cambridgeport, Mrs. Clarinda R. Paige, wife of 
Rev. Lucius R. Paige 28. | 

In Charlestown, "Caroline Matilda, daughter effMr. 
James Eaton, 4. x | 41-1 


—_ | EE EE ET ; 
RELIGIOUS NOTICES. 


Br. 8. Cobb will preach in Kingston, N. H. next Sun- 
day. And a Lecture Dover, at 1-2 past 7 o'clock same 


day. ; RN 
| "Br. J. Wright wilkpreach in Acton next Sunday. And 


in Chelmsford the. Shnday following. And a Lecture in 
Carlisle at 5 o*clock- WM 

Br. Jehiel Smith will preach in the Court House'in 
Newburyport, next Sunday. And a Lecture in the train- 
ing-field School-house, West Newbury, at 6 o'clock. And 
in Hampton Falls, N. H.' on the following Sunday. -And 
a Lecture at Bellville (Newbury) School-house, same eve- 
ning, at 5 o*clock. ', 

Br: J. C. Newell will preach in Middteton, Mass. nex 
Sunday. - | 

Br, T. Whittemore will preach in Holliston, Mass. 
next Sunday. The following Sunday in Athol. And a 
Lecture in Phillipston. And on. the 4th Sunday in New- 
Rowley. | | was - 

Br, 5. B. Dodds will 1. next 
Sunday. : wh 
* Br. T. G. Farnsworth will preach' in- New ' Rowley 
next Sunday. And a, Lecture in the School-house, near 
Deac. Stickney's in East Bradford, at 6 o'clock. 

Br, R; Streeter will.,preach' in Brookline, N, H: 'on 
the gd Sunday in Debts. ya Mo 


” 


preach in Epping, N. 
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NEW PUBLICATION, 17 

A Candid Examination of Dr, Channing's Discourse o® 
the * Evil of Sin' by Hosta BALLoU of Boston. 

© He that is first in his own eause seemeth. just; but his 
neighbor cometh and searcheth bim.* Prov, xvii. 17... 

Just Published by B, B, MUSSEY. No. 29 Corghill — 
Price 12 1-2 cents, TER 

August 19. . 
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